
Mil lennium Nature Reserve 



A New Nature Trail 
for the New Millennium 

The Junior Rangers is a club for 
teenagers run by the Countryside 
Rangers in Linn Park. In 1998 the 
Junior Rangers came up with an 
idea to try to make an area of the 

park better for wildlife. An area that 
was overgrown with 5m high 
rhododendrons was chosen and work 
began that year to put in footpaths and a 

variety of improvements to attract animals 
and insects to the new Millennium Nature Reserve. 

From 1999 to 2001 a variety of local community groups took 
part in this project. Over 400m of footpath were built, 
hundreds of trees planted and many new features put in 
place. Much of this work was carried out by people with no 
previous experience of carrying out conservation projects. 

This leaflet will introduce you to the new Millennium 
Nature Reserve Nature Trail. Follow the map overleaf to 
find the 10 numbered mushrooms. At each mushroom you 
will find out about the conservation work carried out there 
or discover more about the history and wildlife of the area. 

-t Formerly a rockery, this area was recently planted 
with shrubs and flowers which are attractive to 
butterflies, birds and bees. Bushes such as Buddleia 

have been placed at the back and in late summer will be an 
important food source for butterflies such as Red 
Admirals and Peacocks. 

Garden flowers such as Primulas and 
Ice Plant provide nectar and pollen for 
bees from early spring. Wildflowers like 
Garlic Mustard flower in early summer 
and are food for the caterpillars of Orange 
Tip butterflies. Summer flowers such as Teasel and Heather 
attract bees and other flying insects as well as providing an 
important source of seeds in the autumn. Cotoneaster 
bushes provide nectar in summer and berries for birds in 
the autumn. 



^ This gate marks the f irst 
^ • steps towards entering this 
previously impenetrable wood
land. Here the Rhododendrons 
( Rhododendron ponticum ) 
were as tall as 5m and nobody 
had been into this area for over 
50 years. Although these rhodo
dendrons have attractive purple 
flowers, they are not a native shrub. Original ly f r o m SE 
Europe, few species of Bri t ish insect eat the leaves and even 
fewer wildflowers grow beneath their shady canopy. When 
the rhododendrons were removed, native shrubs and spring 
wildflowers were planted here to increase the biodiversity of 
the area. 

On either side of this footpath and staircase are six rare ^ 
historical features, the only ones of their type left in 
Glasgow. Rediscovered by local historian Stuart Nisbet 
in the year 2000 when the rhododendrons were removed, 
these 18th Century limekilns were an important part of the 
local economy from the 1760's unt i l the early 1800's. 

The ground beneath you consists of limestone rock which 
when burned and crushed helped to fertilise the heavy clay 
fields of neighbouring farmland. The small 'glen' you see 
before you is in fact the quarry f rom which the limestone was 
hewn and the horseshoe-shaped structures are the clamp 
kilns in which the limestone was burned w i t h coal and then 
removed by hand on to carts for distr ibution. 

Even though the limestone is not visible 
here, plants can be a good indicator of the 
underlying rocks. Sanicle is a plant that 
thrives on l ime-rich rock and grows in L i n n 
Park only along the line of the band of 
limestone in this area. I t has shiny d a r k 
green leaves and small white flowers 
carried on a long stalk. 

^ ik^ ik^ Ik"^ ik^ ik^ 
A This pond was bui l t in autumn 1999 after frogspawn 
^ * was found laid in a plastic bag in the woods in the 

spring of that year. Since than the pond has been colonised 
by water beetles, Pond Skaters and Common Newts. 
Frogspawn was laid in the pond for the first time this year. 

Native marsh plants have been planted around the pond 
including Flag Ir is , Meadowsweet and Marsh M a r i g o l d . 
Common Spotted and Northern Marsh Orchids have also 
been planted here as they were removed f rom the area of a 
proposed housing scheme in Castlemilk. 

The circular millstone was found dur ing pathwork, buried 
under soil and leaves. There were many mills along the r iver 
in the past and i t may have come f r o m one of those. 



5 From this point you have a fine view of one of the 
* limekilns i n the quarry. You are now standing above 

what was the steep q u a r r y cliff face but has since eroded to 
form a slope. You may be able to make out a ditch behind you 
running behind the log circle to the top of the staircase. This 
was to prevent the q u a r r y from flooding after heavy ra in . 

The dead trees on the bottom of the glen are Elm trees. There 
were many large Elms in this area but al l have been affected 
by Dutch Elm Disease which is caused by a fungus carried to 
the tree by an otherwise harmless beetle. 

As you approach the next mushroom look out high above 
your head for a large brown nest box. This is for Kestrels 
which breed most years in the woods nearby. 

This gate replaces an old green 
iron gate that marked a ^ » 
former entrance into the woods 
here. I t is thought to indicate an old 
track from a nearby coal mine to the 
limestone q u a r r y below. The 
original i ron pillars have been 
retained and painted to reflect the 
surrounding habitats. One pi l lar 
shows the wildl i fe to be found in the 
meadow up the hi l l and the other 
shows the plants and animals found 
in the wood itself. 

n This solid wooden bridge crosses 
' • a small dra in from the stable-

yard. Wildflowers such as Purple Loos
estrife and Ragged Robin have been 
planted here, as well as Marsh M a r i 
gold, Cuckoo-flower and Water Avens. 

The tall fast-growing plant growing 
behind the fence w i t h large heart-
shaped leaves is Japanese Knotweed. 
This plant originates f rom the Far East 
but is commonly found in gardens. I t 
frequently escapes and when it does it 
can dominate an area by mid-summer, 
shutting out light to the woodland floor 
and preventing other w i l d plants f rom 
growing there. 

Red Campion 



O This teepee was built 
^ * following a study by 
members of the Linn Park 
Dipper Club of Native 
Americans. Carvings on the 
colourful totem pole show 
some of the wildlife in the 
wood such as Foxes and 
Sparrowhawks. In 2000 a 
Wren actually nested in the 
teepee and even raised four 
young. 
Listen out for the songs of small birds in this area. You may 
hear the sound of Great Spotted Woodpeckers drumming or 
calling from the large trees around you. 

This former quarry site has been transformed into a Q 
seating area with a minibeast theme. Here you can ^ * 
follow the life-cycle of a butterfly, from adult to egg, 
caterpillar to pupa and back to adult. The log sculpture 
shows a variety of minibeasts including a Millipede, a 
Spider, a Woodlouse, a Centipede and in the middle, a Stag 
Beetle. It is carved from an ash tree which was blown over in 
the high winds of winter 1999 and sculpted by local artist 
Robert Coia. 
In spring the area is awash with wildflowers. Yellow 
Primroses carpet the bank behind the caterpillar. This bank 
is thought to be a spoil heap from the 18th century limestone 
quarry. Primroses thrive on this lime-rich soil. In late spring 
the aromatic leaves and star-shaped white flowers of Wild 
Garlic dominate the woodland floor. Early summer 
produces a flne show of Bluebells in this area. 
The butterfly mosaic was made by local people. Many of the 
stones have individual pictures of wild plants or animals 
painted on them. The whisky barrel 'eggs' have been 
planted with herbs attractive to butterflies such as Orange 

Small Tortoiseshell 



From behind this woven willSw screen you can see a 
• variety of common woodland birds. Look out for 

Blue, Great and Coal tits, Chaffmches and Greenfinches. I f 
you are lucky you may see a Great Spotted Woodpecker 
warily coming down to feed on peanuts. 

Grey Squirrels are very 
common on and around the 
bird tables and feeders. These 
cheeky mammals are clever 
raiders of the peanuts and 
seeds put out here throughout 
the year. They can leap 
incredible distances to make a 
perfect landing on the b i r d 
tables and can be very 
approachable i f you are quiet. 

The sunny south-facing bank beside the hide has been 
planted w i t h Buddleia bushes. Also known as the Butterfly 
Bush, Buddleias are fast-growing shrubs which are very 
attractive to butterflies as their long flowers contain large 
amounts of nectar. The bank has also been left to grow wi ld 
to encourage the growth of 'weed' species such as thistles. 
These w i l l provide seeds in autumn for birds such as 
Goldfinches which breed nearby. 
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